November 21, 2003

The November 15 attacks struck at Turkey’s
heart—deliberately—because since the 15th
century, it has been a place of peaceful coex-
istence between Jews and Muslims. By tar-
geting Jews there, the radical Islamic fun-
damentalists want to send a message: forget
history and forget tradition. If you are Jewish,
we will target you in any place, at any time.
Ironically, and tragically, most of those who
lost their lives in this attack were Muslim.

This is hatred, plain and simple. It is anti-
Semitic and inhuman. As it destabilizes the
Middle East, Asia, and Europe, it threatens
our own national security and the security of
our closest allies. | know that this Congress
and the entire country have the resolve to
combat these destructive forces wherever they
might reside. | ask my colleagues to join me
in mourning with the families of those killed in
Istanbul and to stand firm with me as our long
and difficult struggle against terrorism con-
tinues.

———

TRIBUTE TO ILLINOIS STATE
SENATOR STAN WEAVER

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 20, 2003

Mr. JOHNSON of lllinois. | rise today to pay
tribute to my friend and mentor, the late lllinois
State Senator Stan Weaver. When Senator
Weaver passed away last week, aspiring pub-
lic servants lost a role model. Few people in
public life received the respect that he had
among his colleagues, friends and constitu-
ents. His successful service to the people of
east central lllinois began in 1956 when, at the
urging of many citizens of Urbana, lllinois, he
ran for mayor. He went on to serve one term
as a State Representative then 10 terms as a
State Senator. Best known for his exemplary
service to his constituents and his ceaseless
promotion of the University of lllinois, it is esti-
mated that Stan Weaver alone guided over
one billion dollars in construction projects to
the University over 30 years.

Consistently prevailing in his campaigns for
office, he never spent exorbitant amounts of
money and rarely gave grand speeches but,
instead, with quiet authority and an intimate
knowledge of the political process and the
inner-workings of government, translated his
personable style into an incredible ability to re-
late with people and get things done.

| am very honored to have had such a close
personal relationship with Senator Weaver and
| am deeply saddened by the loss of my friend
whom | knew and admired for, literally, my en-
tire life.

TRIBUTE TO MARY JEAN STONER

HON. SCOTT McINNIS

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 20, 2003

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to
rise and pay tribute to a very special woman
from my district. Mary Jean Stoner from Grand
Junction, Colorado is known to many as the
Grand Valley's favorite candy lady. Mary is re-
tiring this year after 20 years in business and
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it is my honor to call her contributions to the
attention of this body of Congress and our na-
tion here today.

Mary grew up in Sutherland, lowa and it
was there that she began educating herself in
the art of candy making. After graduating from
lowa State University, Mary was able to apply
a number of her Home Economics and Art
classes to become an expert candy maker.
Over time, she became a true master of her
trade.

Mary and her candy have been bringing
smiles to the faces of Grand Valley residents
for many years. The candy that Mary makes
is truly amazing. The people of the Grand Val-
ley will be sad to see Mary go. However, they
will be glad that she now has more time to
visit and catch up with her friends and neigh-
bors.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to rise and pay
tribute to Mary Jean Stoner. Mary dedicated
her professional career to making people
happy and it is my honor to call her contribu-
tions to the attention of this body of Congress
and our nation. Thank you Mary.

———

HONORING EXERCISE TIGER
FOUNDATION

HON. KENNY C. HULSHOF

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 20, 2003

Mr. HULSHOF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a distinguished group of Americans. On
November 14, 2003 the Exercise Tiger Foun-
dation held its National Adopt a Serviceman
Program in Jefferson City. It is essential that
we take a moment to remember not only the
sacrifice of veterans of Exercise Tiger, but
also those men and women currently serving
our Nation in the military. Allow me, Mr.
Speaker, to take a moment to remind all of us
of the story of Exercise Tiger during the Sec-
ond World War.

Unfortunately, for many people, the words
“Exercise Tiger” hold no special significance.
Few know of the sacrifice made by so many
in late August of 1944. At its outset, Exercise
Tiger was one of several training exercises
conducted to prepare American and British
troops for the upcoming invasion of Nor-
mandy. Concentrated on a beach near Dover,
England, these operations were meant to pre-
pare the raw recruits for combat, not provide
them their first taste of war.

In the calm, early morning hours of April 28,
1944, tragedy struck. As eight Navy landing
ships, or LST's, and their lone escort ap-
proached their landing area, nine German U-
Boats patrolling the English Channel attacked.
LST-507 was the first ship to be torpedoed; it
quickly caught fire and survivors abandoned
ship. Moments later, LST-531 was hit and
sank within 6 minutes. The American ships
quickly regrouped and returned fire, with LST—
289 suffering significant casualties.

In a moment, the green American recruits
became battle-tested veterans. Out of a 4,000
man force, nearly one-quarter were either
missing or dead. While the heroism of the
American troops under heavy enemy fire de-
serves high praise, the men who participated
in Exercise Tiger had a job to do—practice
landing operations resumed the very next day,
April 29, 1944,
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In most cases, the casualty information and
details surrounding the mission would have
been made public within days or even hours
of the attack. With Exercise Tiger, however,
this information was not released until after
the D-Day invasion. This was necessary to
keep the German military from learning about
the impending invasion of mainland Europe.

As the world now knows, the allied invasion
of Europe on D-Day was a success. Unfortu-
nately, those who helped make D-Day pos-
sible have not been properly recognized for
their sacrifice. This too, must change. We
must take it upon ourselves to ensure that the
virtues those who served in Exercise Tiger—
courage, humility and steadfast devotion to
completing the task at hand—remembered
and documented for future generations.

As such, it is only appropriate that the Exer-
cise Tiger Foundation has nominated eight
members from various branches of the active
and reserve forces as part of the National
Adopt a Serviceman Program. This year's
honorees are Staff Sergeant Patrick Reed,
1107th AVCAD, Missouri Army Reserve Na-
tional Guard, Command Sergeant Gary L.
Murphy, 139th Security Forces Squadron, U.S.
Air National Guard, Master Sergeant Robert A.
Jackson, 442nd Fighter Wing, U.S. Air Force
Reserve, Staff Sergeant Billy Jack Roberts,
509th Bomb Wing, U.S. Air Force, Petty Offi-
cer 2nd Class Yancy Woodard, Staff Sergeant
Matthew Beadle, U.S. Marine Corps, Sergeant
Dennis Payne, 110th Engineers, Missouri
Army Reserve National Guard, and Boat-
swain's Mate 2nd Class Kristian Sova, U.S.
Coast Guard. Without a doubt, their exemplary
service to our Nation honors the example of
those who came before them.

These individuals certainly deserve our rec-
ognition and support as they continue to de-
fend our freedom both here and abroad. We
stand united behind them, and united behind
the freedom our Nation guarantees. May God
continue to bless this Nation as well as all of
those men and women who have served in
uniform.

———————

THE INTRODUCTION OF THE SUR-
FACE TRANSPORTATION RE-
SEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT
ACT OF 2003

HON. VERNON J. EHLERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, November 20, 2003

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
introduce an important piece of legislation,
“The Surface Transportation Research and
Development Act of 2003.” Our Nation’s trans-
portation system faces tremendous chal-
lenges. We have more drivers who are driving
more miles leading to severe congestion, par-
ticularly in many urban areas. An aging infra-
structure is putting a strain on State and local
transportation budgets, which are tied up in
maintaining our existing system, with little, if
any, money left for improving the system and
planning for the future. And an aging popu-
lation and changing development patterns that
demand an innovative response to ensure the
transportation system meets future needs. The
public demands safer, less congested roads,
and more transportation choices. Considering
that we won't have the ability to simply build
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